 AIIRASOEHMSE

News from Ishikawa Prefecture
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February has arrived, and although it is now spring on the calendar, the weather in Ishikawa Prefecture is still very much like
winter. In the midst of the snow, "Ae no Koto", registered in 2009 as UNESCO intangible cultural heritage, was held in the Okunoto
region. Ae no Koto is a farming ritual in which the gods of the rice fields are welcomed into the house on the 5th of December and
treated to a feast, before being sent back on the 9th of February in the hopes of a good harvest. Hopefully we are lucky with the
weather again this year and will be able to receive a plentiful crop of rice.

For many of us, February is associated with Valentine’s Day, and in connection with this popular event, Fairtrade chocolates were
on sale at the Rinto shopping mall at Kanazawa Station. Organized by local university students involved in sustainable
development goal activities, along with the SDGs Support Organization, information was provided to raise interest in Fairtrade and
how its products reach the consumer. Let’s hope that we can all do our bit to help make a sustainable society a reality.

The 11th marked the start of "Multiculturalism in Harmony: Kenmin Festa", held by the Ishikawa Foundation for International
Exchange (IFIE). The event opened with "Portraits of the Modern Ainu", an exhibition featuring the work of Hiroshi Ikeda, who
through photography and interviews has been documenting the lives of Ainu people for over ten years. Due to the spread of
coronavirus infection, this year’s Kenmin Festa primarily focused on panel displays, including the activities of prefectural groups
promoting cultural exchange, as well as an online Japanese speech contest for local foreign residents. Although the virus is still
placing limits on our everyday life, we can nonetheless keep looking forward to finally meeting in person as usual, both in Japan and
abroad.

XREIZIAKRIZCBREITIHFETT, The next edition is scheduled to be issued at the end of March.
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L VWMED 7 ¥t A%,/ For more information, please access the following links:

(1) DAEMBEIEARIIRERERERE#E Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange http://www.ifie.or.jp/index.php

(2) AINTY2RA7TLA Ishikawa Express (Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.or.jp/express/

(3) E->AlKB-o & Hot Ishikawa Tabi-Net (Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa.ip/

(4) AR Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg.ip/

(5) WLADRES Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or.jp/ishikawabbs/

6) BINRARZIIRTYV Y Ishikawa Prefecture Official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa-Japan—1707686196110375/
(7) ANRARY 1Y 24— Ishikawa Prefecture Official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot ishikawa

8) ANRARNI R4 L Ishikawa Prefecture Official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot ishikawa official/

XSERCOBERRUECHFETINLWVERR., UTICTERZ WV ETRIEREEZFLEVELET,
If you do not wish to receive these messages in the future, please send an e-mail to following address.

OO0 &HWLW&DHHEE Contact OO0

AR EBEHEESPEREIT TR  Ishikawa Prefectural Government - International Exchange Division
TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 E-mail e200500@pref.ishikawa.lg.ip
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