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February 4 of this year was "Risshun", the beginning of spring in the traditional Japanese calendar, on that day "Haruichiban",
the first strong south wind of the year, blew in the Hokuriku region ahead of the whole country. The highest temperature of the
day in Kanazawa city rose to 18.5 degree Celsius, the same as late April, and the weather made canola flower bloom prettily.

On the previous day of "Risshun", "Setsubun", people threw beans saying " Out with the demon! In with good fortune!" and ate
them as many as their age to drive away evil. At the Utasu shrine near Higashi Chaya-gai, the historic entertainment district,
geisha threw beans from the hall of worship and nearly 1,500 residents and tourists tried to catch them wishing good health of the
year.

"Aenokoto", traditional agricultural ceremonies were held on the 9th in the various places of Okunoto, the northern area of the
Noto peninsula. It is regarded as the model of agricultural Shinto ceremony related to Japanese rice growing culture, the farmer
prays to God of rice field for a year of rich harvest and thanks for harvesting. This ceremony is a valuable culture that has been
designated and registered as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property by the country and Intangible Cultural Heritage by
UNESCO respectively. We hope that the traditional culture inherited carefully will be handed down from generation to
generation.

The event "Snowman Festival" that is unique in winter was held in the Shiramine district of Hakusan city. The historic streets
were lined with 1,300 large and small snowmen who were characteristic and handmade by the residents, the local specialty and
"Gibier", wild game meat, dishes were sold. Many visitors came to the event which was prepared by the whole local community and
enjoyed the fantastic atmosphere.

Recent News

(1) The earliest "Haruichiban", the first strong south wind of  (3) "Aenokoto" ceremonies held in Okunoto to pray for good
the year harvest and see out the God of rice field
On 4th February, the earliest "Haruichiban" was observedin ~ On 9th February, "Aenokoto", the ceremonies of the traditional
the written history. culture in the Noto region were held in Okunoto.
(2) Geisha throw beans at the Utasu shrine in Kanazawa city ~ (4) The Important Preservation District of Historic Buildings
On 3rd February, the day of "Setsubun", the bean-throwing  decorated with snowmen at the festival in the Shiramine district of
event was held to drive away evil. Hakusan city
1,300 large and small snowmen colored streets of the Shiramine

FELWMEIRDT7IHEARF  For more information, please access the following links:

(M ATFEEANBNERERRRHE IFIE (shikawa Foundation for International Exchange) http://www.ifie.or jo/index.php
@)RNTHIRATLA Ishikawa Express (Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.orjo/express/

(3) [Zo&A IR E Hot Ishikawa Tabi—Net (Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa,jp/

(4)BJNIE  Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg,jp/

B)YLWLHhbhREIEE  Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or jp/ishikawabbs/
B)BINBAKTTARTYY  Ishikawa Prefecture official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa—Japan—1707686196110375/
(7)AMNBARK YA yA— Ishikawa Prefecture official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot_ishikawa
B)AMNBEAKARES 5L Ishikawa Prefecture official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot_ishikawa_official
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(&t %k / Contact)
Ishikawa Prefectural Government — International Exchange Division

AR REHEEE E SRR FREE TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 E-mail €200500@pref.ishikawa.lgjp
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