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X The next edition is scheduled to be issued at the end of January.

On December 5, “Ae-no-koto” (a local agricultural ceremony), which has been registered as UNESCO’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage, was held in the Okunoto region, the very northern part of Noto Peninsula.“Ae-no-koto” is a
ceremony in which local people invite the gods of the paddy fields after harvests to their houses and the gods stay with
them during the cold winter, then in the spring, people send the gods back to the paddy fields.Heads of farm households
thanked the gods for this year’s good harvest without major natural disasters such as typhoons and they entertained the
gods with delicious local food.

On the 6th of December, cold air covered the prefecture, bringing chilly rain and snow. The Kanazawa Local
Meteorological Observatory announced the first snowfall this season on that day, which was 7 days later compared to
the average year. The Niigata Local Meteorological Observatory forecasts that the temperature between this December
and next February in the Hokuriku region, including our Ishikawa Pref., will be average or above average and the
amount of snow will be average or less. There will be no heavy snowstorms this winter.

On the 17th of December, the Tokyo Organizing Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (TOCOG)
announced the detailed routes of the Olympic torch relays in Ishikawa Pref., which cover all 19 cities and towns.The
Olympic torch, the symbol of the Olympics, is planned to pass through all 47 prefectures in Japan in 121 days. In
Ishikawa, between the first and second of June, 171 runners, including those openly recruited, will run through all 19 of
the prefecture’s municipalities.It is exciting to imagine that the Olympic torch, which was lit in Greece, will pass by in
front of your house.

Thank you for keeping on reading our monthly newsletters. Please keep reading our newsletters next year, too. We
wish you Happy Holidays and a Great New Year!

@®O®® Hecadlines of this time @@®@®

(1) “Ae-no-koto” in the deep north of the Noto Peninsula
(2) The first snowfall this winter in Kanazawa

(3) Detailed routes of the Olympic torch relay in Ishikawa Pref. made public
OO0 FHLWEHROD T ¥+t X%, For more information,please access the following links:

(1) ANEHEEARINEERERAHS Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange http://www.ifie.or.jp/index.php

Q) BNV RTLR Tshikawa Express(Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.or.ip/express

3) EF> &R & Hot Ishikawa Tabi-Net(Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa.jp

4) 7)IIE Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg.ip

B) LWLADbRZRBRE Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or.ip /ishikawabbs

6) BINBAR Tz AR TV Y Ishikawa Prefecture Official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa-Japan-1707686196110375
(7) BANEARXYA v a2 — Ishikawa Prefecture Official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot ishikawa

8) BINEBEARA VAR T T A Ishikawa Prefecture Official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot ishikawa official
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If you do not wish to receive these messages in the future, please send an e-mail to following address.

N A . BB HEEEIRR MR Ishikawa Prefectural Government - International Exchange Division
BAVADEI, Contact TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 FE-mail e200500@pref.ishikawa.lg.ip
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