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News from Ishikawa Prefecture
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“Shirayama Hime Shrine ”
Photo by Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism League
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X The next edition is scheduled to be issued at the end of February.
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Happy New Year everyone! We want to wish you all a very happy, healthy, and prosperous 2020.

On January 1st and 2nd, many shrines and temples were bustling with visitors. The New Year has started with warmer
weather than usual, yet we are left feeling a little sentimental that we cannot see any snow. Despite the rainy conditions,
many visitors came to perform hatsumode (the first shrine or temple visit of the year), putting their palms together and
making wishes. They purchased omamori (good luck charms) and drew omikuji (fortune slips), each praying for the well-
being of them and their family for the year ahead.

On the 19th, the Noto Kanburi Matsuri (Noto Cold Yellowtail Festival), a yearly event to promote the renowned winter
cuisine of the Noto area, was held at Ushitsu Port. Concession tents were set up in the car park of the newly opened
town hall, where more than two hundred 7/9kg yellowtails were prepared in various ways. Sashimi was available at
reasonable prices, along with popular yellowtail dishes including buri shabushabu (a hotpot where you boil slices of the
fish quickly and dip it in sauce) and buridaikon (simmered yellowtail with daikon radish), with visitors making long
queues at the booths. The day was an unprecedented success, with the number of visitors reaching over eight thousand.

The 20th of January was “Daikan", one of the twenty-four seasonal turning points of the old Japanese calendar, and
also the coldest day of the year. Here in Ishikawa Prefecture, however, the minimum temperature until noon was about
the same as early-to-mid April, and felt almost like a spring day. At Shirayama Hime Shrine in Hakusan City, the first ©’
Misogi” ritual of the year took place. Men donning loincloths, and women wearing white robes gathered at 7am to be
purified by sitting in the seiza position (with one’s knees together and legs folded under the body) and having cold water
poured over them.

We wish you a wonderful year and are looking forward to providing you with more news!

@®O®® Hecadlines of this time @@®@®

(1) Hatsumode, Come Rain or Snow
(2) Noto Kanburi, Festival at Ushitsu
(3) Warm Daikan, Purification at Shirayama Hime Shrine

OO0 EHLWEH®DT7 Y X%, For more information,please access the following links:
(1) ANWEEBREARNEEERRTE Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange http://www.ifie.or.jp/index.php
2) /BN RTLR Ishikawa Express(Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.or.ip/express
3) EF> &Rk & Hot Ishikawa Tabi-Net(Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa.jp
4) 7)IIE Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg.jp
B) LWLADbRZRBRE Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or.jp /ishikawabbs

6) ANEAKXTzA A TYY Ishikawa Prefecture Official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa-Japan-1707686196110375
(7) BANEARXYA v a2 — Ishikawa Prefecture Official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot ishikawa
8) BINEBEARA VAR T T A Ishikawa Prefecture Official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot ishikawa official
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If you do not wish to receive these messages in the future, please send an e-mail to following address.

ANBESEEHEETBEIRZ AR Ishikawa Prefectural Government - International Exchange Division

N N
BALADERE Contact TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 E-mail e200500@pref.ishikawa.lg.jp
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