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¥ The next edition is scheduled to be issued at the end of February. "Amamehagi"

It is 2021 now. We look forward to your continued good will in the coming year.

On 2nd of the New Year, an event called “Amamehagi” was held at Wajima city. This is one of the intangible cultural heritage,
“Raiho-shin, ritual visits of deities in masks and costumes”, registered by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), and an event that a group of people in demon, goblin or monkey masks visits houses to admonish children’
s lazy minds and exorcise each houses’ disaster. “Amame” refers corns created by sitting still for a long time beside a brazier or
fireplace, which is known as an indication of laziness of doing nothing, and “Amamehagi” is derived from “Amame-Hagi” which
means removal of corns. In average year, the group of people in the masks approaches to children yelling “Do you obey your
parents?”, but this year they just exorcised in front of the houses due to the coronavirus measures.

Compared with the last warm winter season, the snowfall of this season turned out to be heavy in the prefecture. At Hakusan
district where had been suffered with heavy snowfall, 4 technical interns from Thailand tried snow removal from the roof for the first
time on 13th. The snow removal seemed challenging for the technical interns who are not used to snow but also a good opportunity
to know the hardship and life in the deep-snow district. There are the voices of gratitude to the interns from the local people, which
we hope is going to be a chance for the interns and the community to further exchanges.

On January 15, in the ritual of “’sagicho”, people burned New Year's decorations and “’ema’ (wooden tablets offered when making
a wish) at shrines around the prefecture to pray for good health and happiness in the coming year.

While last year was badly affected by the outbreak of the new coronavirus, we hope that this year will be a great one for everyone.

@0®® Newspaper Articles Used 00@®

(1) Amamehagi, the Shinto ritual quietly performed in front of the gates or entrance
(2) Thai interns help the snow removal at heavy-snowfall Hakusan district
(3 ) Pray for sound health on flame, Sagicho on little New Year in the prefecture’s shrines

L WEHRD7 7t A% /For more information, please access the following links:

1) ATWEIEEARIBERZKEIRES Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange http://www.ifie.or.jp/index.ohp

2) ANTY9RATLA Ishikawa Express (Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.or.jp/express/

3) IEF-o ARl o & Hot Ishikawa Tabi-Net (Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa.ip/

4) RIIR Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg.ip/

5 LWIADbRES Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or.jp/ishikawabbs/

6) RIRARZIARTV Y Ishikawa Prefecture Official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa—Japan—1707686196110375/
7) RINRAXY Y &2— Ishikawa Prefecture Official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot ishikawa

8) AINRARI L RAE2IF L Ishikawa Prefecture Official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot ishikawa official/
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If you do not wish to receive these messages in the future, please send an e-mail to following address.

OO0 &MLW&bHHEE Contact OO0
AR MR ELBERE 3R  Ishikawa Prefectural Government - International Exchange Division
TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 E-mail e200500@pref.ishikawa.lg.jp
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