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On March 13, the quadrennial election to choose a new governor of Ishikawa Prefecture was held. The event was of great concern
to the public, with Mr. Hiroshi Hase being elected for the first time. On the 27th of this month, the Ishikawa administration began
under the leadership of a new governor!

On March 3, "Fugu no ko", a local delicacy of the Mikawa area in Hakusan, became the sole food in the prefecture recognized under
the Agency for Cultural Affairs' new "100-year Food Declaration", a registration system for regional food culture. Fugu no ko is a
fermented food made by soaking the ovaries of the highly poisonous pufferfish in salt and rice bran. After two to three years, the
poison dissipates and the fish is safe to eat. Sake, soy sauce, and miso have also been produced in this region for many years, making
it a great location to enjoy Japan's fermentation culture.

Elsewhere, after nearly a full year’ s effort, a Kaga Yuzen kimono using the skin of the prefecture's premium grape Ruby Roman as
a dye was finished. Mr. Hisatsune, a Kaga Yuzen artist who received the request from a geisha in the Higashi Chaya District, uses
natural dyes from the perspective of SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) in his works. The kimono s light pink hue is, according
to Mr. Hisatsune, "a color that can only be produced in Ishikawa and cannot be imitated". It”s good to see Ishikawa’s fun food
culture on full display!

On the 15th, work began to remove yukizuri, the snow hangings that protect the trees in Kenrokuen from snow during the winter.
Having deftly untied the ropes, the gardeners began preparing the famous garden for the spring season.

Similarly, in Noto-cho, a hands-on workshop was held to instruct how to remove the snow enclosures of the Noto Kirishima Azalea,
a local flower which brightens up the region every April and May. The event was organized by the "Noto Kirishima Azalea Open
Garden," which allows members of the public access to gardens of private homes in the Okunoto region, and promotes the
registration of volunteers to tend the flowers. Our sincerest appreciation goes out to both the gardeners and volunteers for their

diligent care, which makes it possible for us to enjoy a colorful spring each year!

XREFABXKIZEREBITITBEFETT, The next edition is scheduled to be issued at the end of April.
L WSRO 7 2 X5, /For more information, please access the following links:

1) ATWEIEEARIBEREZKEIRE Ishikawa Foundation for International Exchange http://www.ifie.or.jp/index.ohp

2) AINTY9RATLA Ishikawa Express (Multilingual Webmagazine) http://www.ifie.or.jp/express/

3) IEF-o ARl - & Hot Ishikawa Tabi-Net (Ishikawa Prefecture Tourism Guide) http://www.hot-ishikawa.ip/

4) RIIR Ishikawa Prefectural Government Official Website http://www.pref.ishikawa.lg.ip/

5 LWIADbRES Ishikawa Alumni Association http://iaa.ifie.or.jp/ishikawabbs/

6) RIRARZIARTV Y Ishikawa Prefecture Official Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Discover-Ishikawa—Japan—1707686196110375/
7 AINBRARY LY &2— Ishikawa Prefecture Official Twitter https://twitter.com/hot ishikawa

8) AINRARIRAE2IF5 L Ishikawa Prefecture Official Instagram https://www.instagram.com/hot ishikawa official/

XSERCOBERBECHKETNLEVERAR. UTICTERZ WV EZTNIEREEFLENELET,
If you do not wish to receive these messages in the future, please send an e-mail to following address.

OO0 &MLW&bHHEE Contact OO0
AR R ELBERE 3T  Ishikawa Prefectural Government - International Exchange Division
TEL/FAX +81-76-225-1382/1383 E-mail e200500@pref.ishikawa.lg.jp
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